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wg A M no Ge en Ad- 
1 1 8 mirer of the Writings of 
Ae z the late Lord Bolingbroke; 


h 827 
but on the contrary have 


ever thought that they betray the 
ſuperficial Scholar, a bad Philo- 
ſopher, and a much worſe Divine. 
But it is beſide my preſent Purpoſe 
to rake into his Aſhes: and with 


all his Imperfections on his Head, 
we muſt allow him the Praife of 


having been an able Stateſman. 


The Politician s Sphere was his; 


and 


(ir) 


ad had he confined himſelf to that 
only, happy had it been both for | 
himſelt and others: who being d 
Men of light Minds and weak be: 
82828 ſuffered themſelves to 
be impoſed upon by the moſtcrude, W. 
unphiloſophical, and abſurd Noti- 4 
ons, that were ever adopted by | an 
any who had the leaſt Pretentions of 
to Philoſophical Learning. In- m 
ſtructed as he was with a nice and m 


Jubtile Penetration; a Genius ſo W. 
comprehenſive as could at one | 
View examine an Object in all its tie 


Lights and Circumſtances ; a Sa- W 
gacity that could diſcern Conſe- pe 

quences, and thereby either evade Þ 
or ward againſt them; and ſuch a 
happy Promptitude of Thought," h 


that he could often not only extri-— ©Q 
cate himſelf out of Difficulties that þ 
have unavoidably ariſen, but even 4 
convert Miſcarriages to his Ad- 8 


1 


bantage: to theſe Talents J ay if 
Integrity had been added, and a 
| due Diligence exerted ; had he 
been as regardleſs of Pleaſure, as 
he was fond of Fame; he might 
with thegreateſt and moſt deſerved 
Encomium have lived in Honour, 
and died regretted by every Friend 
of Liberty and his Country. A- 
mongtt many other of this Noble- 

man's detached Pieces, _ 
which ] have here publiſhed, 5 
rote with a true Spirit of Paerio- 
tick Liberty; the Subject is treated 
with an Elegance and Perſpicuity 
peculiar to his Lordſhip, and com- 
pleatly diſplays the Acuteneſs and 
Diſcernment of its Author. I 
have accompanied it with ſome 
occaſional Notes; which at this 
Juncture may not be unſeaſonable 
8 Impertinent to elucidate the 
Subject, and ſet it in its true Light: 
to 


| 


. Which our brave Anceſtors hard 


taining = 4% 


(vi) 
to infpic my Countrymen wit N 
juſt Sentiments of that Liberty 


on the Edge of their Swords hand E 
ed down to us; to warm thei Y 
Breaſts with a due Senſe of it A 
Importance; and to excite thei, Ly 
 Reſolves and Concurrence 1 in main 


IN this ſmall and excellent Effa / 
on the Power of the Prince ani | 
the Freedom of the People, then? 
Author explains the true and ol b 
riginal Nature of Liberty, eVINCe! * 
the innate Worth of it from the 
natural Proſpenfity every Man hai F 
to it, and demonſtrates in wha! 
this Liberty conſiſts. He define 
the Bounds of regal Authority, 
and ſhews how far the Obedience 
of the Subject may conform, with. 
out ſuffering an Infringement my 
l 


= © 0 


it, lis Liberty. It was a Maxim of 

he famous MacHiaverl: that 
ab Goyernment could long enjoy 

Liberty, unleſs it was frequently 


nd. 
© brought back to its firſt Principles. 


it And ably. to this Senti- 
en nent; his Lordſhip aſcribes that 
in Liberty which Britain enjoys a- 
nidſt the ſervile State of almoſt 
he whole World beſides, to the 
a Tfarious Revolutions that have 
N lappened in this Kingdom. He 
he hen aptly takes Occaſion to 
0 leſcant upon the Felicity of this 
Lation in the Hanover Succeſſion, 
and particularly on that Barrier of 
% Liberty, the Act of Settlement, 
% The Advantages arifing from 
2 which are with good Reaſon 
 #ffirmed to be ſuch, „iat who- 
ever endeavours to raiſe the Prero- 
$a77ve one Step higher than it 
a 3 al preſent, or even ar guss : 


\ 3 5 78 


( viii ) 


in Fabvour of ſuch Condud, each , 
with a View 10 ſeduce the Prep 
or lo ingratiate himſelf with hi. 
Prince, is the wort of Traptorꝗ f 
and dejerwes the Curſe aud Hatre: | 
of the whole Community. In the 
Concluſion of this Tract if hi: - 
Lordſhip hath not expreſſed him 
ſelf with a Spirit of Divination 4 
the diſcerning Reader will at leaf 
diſcover a Penetration and Sagaci 
ty ſome what a kin to it, as the 
Unhappineſs of our Times have 
but too clearly evinced. 
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ON THE 


% power of che Prince, 


AND THE 


m Freedom of the P E 0 P L E. 


= Furono veramente tutti i Re principio Capi, e 
4 non Re, di Republiche, e non di regni. Ma pot 

ve il lungo uſo ba Fatto che i Popoli fi ſiano diſpoſit 

et anuezzati all” habito dell” intiera ubbidienza, 

come apunto ſuole aſuefar fi una pianta, & un 

corpo humano a viuere, in terreno, e ſotto clime 

_ diue Jo dal Juo naturale. 

„ Bentivoglio Relatione delle 
Prov. unite de Fiandra. Lib. 3. 


8 ARDINAL BENTIVOGLIO, from 
ha 0 whoſe Writings I have taken the Motto 

to this Paper, was a Man on all Ac- 
counts little to be ſuſpected of favouring the 


N | 


- Cauſe of Liberty; much leſs of writing 


ED 
ſtrongly and boldly for it. * But the Love 
of it is innate in the Mind of every Man; and 
however we may be depraved by bad Educa- 
tion, however inflam d by Party, Intereſt, or 


Of the Truth of this his Lordſhip's Obſer- 
vation, Longinus has ever appeared to me a 
ſtrong Inflance. In the laſt Section of his Trea- 
tiſe upon the Sublime, in which the Cauſes of the 
Decay of true Sublimity are diſcuſled ; he en- 
deavours to obviate thoſe falſe Arguments that 
aſcribe it to Servitude and arbitrary Power. 
He flouriſhed under deſpotick Government, 
which therefore he judged it both his Duty and 
| Intereſt to defend; and combat thoſe Patriot 
Notions, that with the Loſs of Liberty languiſhes 
every Thing that is valuable and Praiſe-worthy. 
Bur in ſuch a Cauſe how does he fail beneath 


_ himſelf! notwithſtanding all his Art the Patriot 


ſtill breathes in the Language of the Stateſman, 
and ſome Sparks of Liberty will dart through 
the Cloud he is endeavouring to throw over it. 
He writes againſt his own natural Sentiments, 
his Arguments conſequently appear forced and 
_ unnatural, and he raiſes Objections which he is 
not able to confute. A manifeſt Proof of the 


Reality of that Opinion, he is labouring to ſub- 


vert; and the Excellency of that, which he fo 
_ unſucceſsfully endeavours to depreciate, . 
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the Spirit of. Oppoſition, yet whenever we 


grow cool, and are not immediately agitated 
by our paſſions, that Spirit breaks out, and 


ſhews itſelf even in thoſe, who are the great- 


eſt Abettors ot arbitrary Power. 


Thus the Cardind; bone down by the 


Force of Reaſon, and the Influence of this 
Principle of Nature, expreſſes in this Sen- 
tence not only his own Opinion, but that of 


all Mankind, though private Reaſons may 


induce many to profeſs themſelves of con- 
trary Sentiments; nor is it impoſſible ſor 
ſome Men, weak in their Natures and warm 
in their Tempers, to be either ſo far ſeduced 


by the Arguments of deſigning Men, or ſo 


heated by political Contentions, as even to 


become in ſome Manner convinced, that they 
have no natural Right to Liberty; and that 


their Princes are born with a juſt Title to that 


| arbitrary Power, which is always the Child 


of Fraud, or r Ulurpation. 5 
It 


r 


— — 
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+ It is our great Happineſs that his preſent 
Maſeſiy s Dominion is founded upon a better 


Title than either the Jus divinum, or heredi- 
tary Right. He owes it purely to the Voice 
of the People in Parliament. He got it by 


their Favour, and will keep it by their Af- 
fection; nor is it leſs for the Advantage of 
His Family, or for that of the Nation, that 
he came to the Throne upon theſe Terms. 
The 


— — — 


t 1 will urge nothing 188 the Claim: of 


hereditary Right; yet muſt confeſs that a Right | 


of Sovereignty founded on the Voice of Parlia- 
ment weighs much ſtronger with me than that 


does. And certain it is, that whoever will look 
back into the Engliſh Annals, will find that our 


former Princes placed much greater Confidence 
in this laſt Claim, than in the former. And 


even they, whoſe Title of hereditary Right was 


the beſt grounded, were never eaſy in their 


"Thrones, nor ever thought themſelves ſecure ; 
till their Authority was ratified by the Voice of 


Parliament. From hence we may obſerve the 
Authority and Importance of Parliament, and 


the Neceſſity of our contributing each his Mite 
towards preſerving the Freedom and Indepen- 


| dence of it, whilſt as a People we hope to main- 
tain our own. 


| 1 13 7 

The Limitations and Conditions, by the due 
Obſervance of which he is entitled to it, will 
4 ſerve as a certain Rule to his Poſterity, by - 
which if they guide themſelves, they may 
depend upon the Hearts and Purſes of their 
Subjects to all Eternity. His Predeceſſors 
had not the ſame Advantages. They were 
bred up in a Notion that their Prerogative 
entitled them to do what they pleaſed; nor 
were the Privileges of the People ſo firmly 
aſcertain d. This occaſioned perpetual Jea- 
louſies, gave Opportunities for evil Miniſters 
to impoſe upon the Prince, and for ſeditious 
Perſons to inflame the People. It often gave 
Riſe to unwarrantable Acts of Power; and 
thus frequently expoſed both the royal Fami- 
ly and the Nation to the utmoſt Confuſion. 


IMACHIAVEL, in his political Dif. 
courſes, lays down this Poſiton; that no 
Government can long enjoy Liberty, unleſs 
| i, be frequently brought back to its firſt 
Principles. 


(14 ) 23 

Principles. l It is the Nature of all Govern: 

ment to degenerate. As it grows older, h 4 

gradually deviates and flies farther from it. 

firſt Intention, which is ſingly the Advanta: p 

of Society ; till at laſt it attains fuch a Depre 

of Corruption, that its Order becomes entire [ 

| lyioverted ; and that Inſtitution, by whic! 
the Prince was firſt only the Servant of tl 
Publick, obliges the Publick to be Slaves t 
: the Prince. F or thus Reaſon he recommends | 
dene 


— 


I] Naturaliſts inform us, that if there could th, 
invented a Medicine, that would maintain t. 
Animal Spirits in their proper Poiſe ; the Boc | 
. might be preſerved robuſt and vigorous, ar 
rendered ſubject to no Decay. If in the ſar 
5 M.anner a Form of Government could be pr 
\ „„ ſlleryed pure and uncorrupted as it was original 1 
| 


J 


inſtituted, © quod nequeo monſtrare & ſentio tant - 
it would not be liable to that natural Deca «| 
which may be obſerved to have attended ere 
State and Empire of the habitable World, Þ 
ſo fine are the Springs, ſo various and come 

the Wheels on which the Machine of Gon! 
ment turns, that the grand Panacæa for the B \ 
natural and politick may be at the ſame Ti 
expected. f 


F 
r, i frequent Renewal of the Conſtitution. The 


nit various Revolutions in this Kingdom have, in 
tag s great Meaſure, anſwered this End. They 


gre have purged off the Luxuriances of Power ; 

tire and though few of them have gone ſo deep as 

| to bring us back to the primitive Purity ol 
the our Conſtitution, yet they have till pre- 

es ſerved us a free People, when Liberty is loſt 
ids in almoſt every other Part of Europe. 

yen The laſt Revolution has done more for us 
than any of the reſt. I would not be under- 
ſtood to ſpeak of that, which was brought 
att about in Favour of our great Deliverer the 
Bod 7 Prince of ORA NGE. I mean that, by 
which the preſent royal Family were ſeated 
pi upon the Throne. This happy Change in 
inel our Government, though it is not mark d out 
by any ſuch Appellation, is the moſt im- 
portant we have had. It has amounted with- 


1 \ in a few Degrees of chat Reduction to the ſirſt 
4. \ Principles of Government, which Machiavel 
4 | Earns Our Conſtitution has received 


| a new "og from 1 it; and had we taken Care 
3 to 


_ F 
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4 This is a rational Account + the original : 
Inſtitution of regal Authority in general, and of 


the Sovereignty of our Princes in particular : 


which J will by one ſhort Argument more fully 
explain. Kings were either inſtituted for the 
Advantage and Benefit of the People; or the 
People were made ſubordinate to them, for the 
Exerciſe of their own Will and Pleaſure. The 
Abſurdity of this latter Suppoſition confutes it- 
ſelf; hence it follows, that Kings were originally 
ordained for the Benefit of the People. So long 
therefore as they continue to benefit and ad- 


vantage that People over whom they are ſet; 
they have a juſt Title to govern: and a Bigot 


only would acknowledge their Authority longer. 


to guard nal a iew Inconvenencies, as we I 
might have done, or uſed the ſame Caution 
to prevent new Dangers, as to redreſs odd 
Grievances, our Liberties had been deliver! 
down to our Poſterity, after a thouſand 
Years, more ſecure and with a greater 
Proſpect of long Duration, than at the very) 
Beginning ol the Commonwealth. 
The Sentence prefix d to this Paper con- 
tains an Account of the firſt Powers, with 
which Princes were inveſted. * it alledges, Y 


that 


69 
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that the preſent Power of unlimited 


Monarchs owes its Riſe only to an Abuſe of 
the firſt Truſt repoſed in Them; to which | 
(though repugnant to human Nature) by 
gradual Steps and long Uſe, Men were inſen- 

ſibly habituated. The original State of 


Monarchy is juſtly deſcribed very different 


from what it is now in all arbitrary Govern- 
ments. Kings were then no more than 


Chiefs, or principle Magiſtrates, in States 


Republican and free. 


It ought to give every Engliſhman the 


greateſt Satisfaction to find the Conſtitution 
we now live under, fince its laſt Renewal, 


bearing ſo near a Reſemblance to prin: tive 


© Liberty. Our Princes are now, in a great 
: Meaſure, upon the ſame Foot with theſe 
Chiefs, or principal Magiſtrates of old. 

' They have Authority given them to defend 
tha Las of the Land, but not to break them. 

+ They have too lately received their Crown 


Cc from 


* 
| —ͤ — 


OT 


from the Hands of the Nation to forget that 
it is to them only they owe it, and that con- 


ſequently they can be entitled to no Powers 
but what are granted by them. The People 
muſt {till remember that their own Hands 


adorn d the Temples of their Kings, and can 
have Recourſe to known and poſitive Laws, 
if Privilege and Prerogative ſhould ever 


claſh. They are no longer to be abuſed by 


the Sound of Words; nor will they ſuffer 
_ themſelves any longer to be duped into an 
Opinion, becauſe moſt of thoſe, who have 
enjoy d the Title of King, have alſo enjoy d 


an arbitrary Sway, that therefore regal Au- 


thority muſt inevitably import an abſolute 


Dominion. They juſtly look upon this 


Word as one of the many, which have dit- 


ferent Meanings; and ſignifies with us no 


other than a third Eſtate, ſuperior to every 
Individual, yet inferior to the collective Body 
of the People, whoſe Advantage and Pro- 
ſperity were the only Cauſes of its Exiſtence. 

The 
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The Ad of Settlement has obtained all 
4 theſe great Advantages for us. That Com- 
4 pact between prince and People, which has 
been formerly treated by iome Perſons as a 
J mere Chimæra, is now no longer to be diſ- 

| puted. In that Act are contained certain 
Stipulations and Conditions, under which the 
Prince has conſented to accept, and by which 
Tenure only he holds his Crown. By thele 
Means every Subject in the Nation may 
know the preciſe Extent of his Prince's Pow - 
er, and the Meaſures of his own Allegiance , 
| how far and how long he is bound to obey. 


It would be tedious to enumerate the many 
wiſe and prudent Reſtrictions of this our ſe- 
_ cond Magna Charta. I ſhall only mention 
two 


— 


e 'Theſe Conditions which were inſiſted on 
by that ſagacious and provident Parliament, 

ought never but with the greateſt Caution and 
1 Circumſpection to be by future Parliaments 
k | diſpenſed 


(20) 


two of the fundamental Points in this publick 


Act, which ſufficiently evince the Care and 
Zeal, with winch the Parliament, on this 


Occaſion, purſued the Intereſt of the Nation 
Tie) even ſeem, if we may judge from what 
bas finc> happen d, to have carry'd their 
Canion beyond the Bounds of abſolute 


or Provence. Being apprized that 
eos Of the prefent Royal Family 


ire very ccnfiacrable abroad, and not 


lar their Tenderneſs for their 
e Country might carry them to the 


Prejudice of this Kingdom, they made 
thele two Points the principal Conditions 
8 * 


— 


LF | 
r — 


diſpenſed with. For Inſtance, may not a cor- 
rupt Parliament, by unduly diſpenſing with the | 
ſecond Article by his Lordſhip here cited, en- 
gage England in unneceſlary Broils, plunge us 


into the greateſt Difficulties, and load us with 


unjuſt Expences by idle Continent Schemes; 
which can never produce the leaſt Advantage 
to Great-Britain, or ſerve any other Purpoſe 
than the moſt iniquitous one, that of impove- 


riſhing and thereby enſlaving the Nation? 


424.3 


1 


6 

1 | chills Gov ernment ; firſt, that the King 
mould never leave his Britiſh Dominions 
2 without Conſent of Parliament; and ſecondly 


that he ſhould never engage England in any 
'R Broils relating to his foreign Territories. : 
think J may venture to ſay, without any Re- 
flection upon the Prudence of the Parliament, 
- who inſiſted upon theſe Conditions, that they 
| were upon this Occaſion, a little deficient in 
good Manners ; but this Error may be for- 
given, as it proceeded from their Zeal, and 
we have ſince corrected it, by abandoning 
thoſe two Points, of which J have been ſpeak- 
ing; the firſt ſoon after his late Majeſty's 
Acceſſion to the Throne ; the other not long 
ago, in that juſt, honourable, and ever-me- 
morable Reſolution of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, by which we engaged to ſupport and 
maintain his Majeſty's German Dominions, 
9 with the utmoſt Efforts of Great- Britain. 


The remaining Articles of the Act of Set- 
tlement are of ſuch a Nature, that we have 
| on no 


„ 


no Reaſon to fear they will be diſpenſed . 
with. I have already ſhewn how much it is 
the fntereſt of the Prince, 25 well as the © 
People, to maintain them. I have mention d  ,, 
many Advantages ariſing from a Settlement 
 eſtabliſh'd on the Foot of Liberty. | hey Fi 


are ſuch, that T think any Man, who endea- _ 


vours to raiſe the Prerogative one Step higher 
tlian it ſtands at preſent, or even argues in 
Favour of ſuch Conduct, either with a View | 
to {ſeduce the People, or to ingratiate himſelf 
with his Prince, is the worſt of Traytors, | | 
and deſerves the Curſe and Hatred of the 


Whole Community. 


Sir WILLIAM TEMPLE, in his © 


Obſervations upon the Dutch Republick, 


40 


* 


this ſtomachful People, who could not 
endure the leaſt Exerciſe of arbitrary Pow- 


[ a . 


- 


« er, or Impoſitions, under the Spaniſh Go- {; 


CC 


1 own 


made this judicious Remark.———* That 


vernment, have been ſince inured to digeſt | 
them in the higheſt Degree, under their 8 


| 
(23 ) 

& own ak Magiſtrates ; bridled with 
Y hard Laws ; terrify d with ſevere Executi- 
ons; environ'd with foreign Forces ; and 
4 oppreſs d with the moſt cruel Hardſhips, 
and variety of Taxes, that was ever known 
& under any Government.” 


The Reaſon of this great and general Con- 


tent, under the moſt ſevere Oppreſſion, was 
only this; that they found every one ſubject 
to the ſame Law. The Perſons in the Admi- 
\ niſtration could make no Advantage from the 
publick Calamities. On the contrary, they 
felt the Weight of the publick Misfortunes 


more heavily than thoſe, who had leſs In- 


tereſt in the general Welfare. It was never 
obſervedi in that Country, that the principal 
Men in the Commonwealth encreaſed in 


2 
5 
1% 


Riches, in Proportion as the Country grew 
Poorer, or the Publick labour'd under heavier 


gainſt by their Conſtitution; and therefore 
| wel e. d all their Misfortunes as a wiſe 


Taxes. Theſe Evils were well guarded a- 


and 
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and juſt Regulation of Providence for ſomm 


important Ends, which conſequently they 1 
never repined at. 9 


The Hanover Succeſſion under the Limi- 


tations, which I have mention d, and n 


which it is founded, has obtain'd, in a gren 
Meaſure, theſe Advantages for us. Th. 


Prince himſelf is now ſubject to the Lav, 
and the Act of Settlement bind him equal!) ö 
with the meaneſt Peaſant, I 


The Benefits of this excellent Eſt. 


bliſhment are not ſo eaſily diſcover d, til N 
ſome Abuſes happen. (1) But if ever : 
weak and corrupt Adminiſtration ſhoul:. 


ariſe; (2) if an evil Miniſter ſhould em 
bezzle the publick Treaſure ; (3) if hh 


ſhould load the Nation, in Times of Peace. 
with Taxes greater than would be necet 
| fary to defray the Charge of an expenſive 


War. 
cee Remarks at the End. 
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( 25 ) 
War ; (4) if the Money thus raiſed ſhould 


be expended, under the Pretence of ſecret 
Services, to line his own Pockets; to ſtop 


the Mouths of his hungry Dependents 3 to 
bribe ſome future Parliament to approve his 


"I Meaſures ; (5) and to patch up an ilt-digeſt- 


ed, baſe, diſhonourable Peace with foreign 
Powers, whom he ſhall have offended by a 
continued Series of Provocations and Blun- 
ders; if he ſhould adviſe his Sovereign to 
maks it a Maxim, that his Security confiſted 


in the Continuance, or Increaſe of the pub- 


lic Debts, and that his Grandeur was founded 


on the Poverty of his Subjects; if he ſhould 
hazard the Aﬀections of the People, by 


procucing greater Revenues tor the Crown, 


than they ſhould be able to ſpend, or the 


People be well able to raiſe; and after this 
engage his Prince to demand till farther 
Sums as his Right, which all Men ſhould be 
ſenſible were not his Due; I ſay, if the Na- 
tion ſhould ever fall under theſe unhappy 


"A Circumſtances, they will then find the Ex- 


D cellence 


626) 


cellence of a free Conſtitution. The publick N 
Diſcontent, which upon ſuch Occaſions has 


formerly burſt forth in a Torrent of Blood, 
of univerſal Confuſion and Diſolation, will 
make itſelf known only in faint Murmurs, 
and dutiful general Complaints. The Nation 


will wait long, before they engage in any : 


deſperate Meaſures, that may endanger a 
Conſtitution, which they juſtly adore, and 


from which they confidently expect a ſure, 


though perhaps a dilatory Juſtice, upon ſuch | 


an enormous Oftender. 


Thel are the ie be At of 


our preſent, happy Settlement. Let us prize | 


it as we ought. Let us not have the worſe 


Opinion of the Thing itſelf, becauſe it may, 

in ſome Inſtance, be abuſed. But let us re- 
tain the higheſt Veneration for it. Let us 
remember how much it is our Right, and let 


us reſolve to preſerve it untainted and invio- 


late. Thus ſhall we truly ſerve our King; 
we hall do our Duty to our Country; and 
ere 
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preſerve ourſelves in the Condition, for 


which all Men were originally deſign d; that 


is, of a lree — 


— 


5 8 — — * — — - — 


+ hs Author, after having explained the 


whenever experienced in our Confliturion, will, 
he preſumes, diſcover the Benefits of this excel- 


lent Eſtabliſhment above any Arguments deduci- 


ble from Theory and political Reaſonings. Whe- 


1 great Advantages of the Hanover Succeſſion, and 
particularly the Act of Settlement then obtained, 
proceeds to enumerate ſeveral Abuſes, Which 


ther thoſe very Abuſes his Lordſhip has ſo ex- 


_ Conſtitution, ſhall be the N of the follow- 


ing Pages. 


plicitly mentioned, have already happened in our 


(1) To trace Things no . back than 


from the Commencement of the preſent War; 
| how ſhall we account for the many miſconducted Ly 
Operations that have been carried on by the 


late Miniſtry ? Our Armies have been baffled, 


our Forts taken, and our Fleets either lain idle 


335 
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N ceeded happily ſince the War was firſt ſer on 


at Home, or been diſpatched upon uſeleſs and 


unſucceſsful Expeditions Abroad. 1 do not a- 


muſe the Reader with idle Surmizes, falſe and 
arbitrary Aſſertions; I refer him to Facts and 


Experience for a full Conviction, how we have 
been gulled and duped by an abandoned Mini- 


ſtry; under whoſe Direction nothing has ſuc-_ 


Foot. 


4 -—_— 


Foot. What every other reaſonable Man plainly 

ſaw ought tobe done; ſtrange Reverſe of 
'Things ! to that the Miniſter alone was blind. So 
negligent and remiſs was his Conduct, that the 
| greateſt Advantages the Poſture of our Enemy's 
Affairs often preſented us with, were ſuffered 
to {lip by unimproved: and even the beſt Plans 
were ſo ill executed, as to leave not even the 


leaſt Grounds for hoping Succeſs. Who I ſay 


can reflect on ſuch a Series of Miſcarriages, and 
acquit the late Adminiſtration of Weakneſs, or 


Corruption, or both? 5 
(2) A Miniſter may plead againſt the Charge 


of having embezzled the publick Treaſure, that 
he has ſpent a Hundred Thouſand Pounds of 
his own private Fortune in the Courſe of his 
Adminiſtration. Jet if it ſhould appear, that 
that ſame Miniſter has ſquandered away at leaſt 
five Times that Sum in Epicureiſm and all 


Manner of Extravagance ; I apprehend ſuch a 


Plea will not be even a preſumptive Argument 


- 


in his Favour. If another in the Cabal, iprung 
originally from à Dunghill, ſhould out of nothing 


have amaſſed a Million of Money ; it would na- 


turally puzzle one of my Penetration, to con- 
ceive in what Manner it could be fairly and ho- 


nourably obtained. But however ſtrong Circum- 


ſtances may appear againſt either the one or the 


other; yet may they not be ſtrong enough to 
Warrant any direct Inferences to their Diſadvan- 


tage. And the Characters of our Superiors, 


eſpeciaily thoſe in Truſt, are in ſome Meaſure 


ſacred; nor ought to be played with by every os 
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Who may ſancy them peccant; ſor ſince by pub- 
lick Authority, and that only, their Actions are 


of that Authority private Judgments are to be 
ſquared. Yet where- ever there is the leaſt Room 


given, as there will never be wanting People 
ſharp-ſig ghted enough to find Fault; it were to 


Ide wiſhed and even expected that Perſons, to 


whom is committed a Truſt of the higheſt Im- 


1 portance, ſhould ſo behave themſelves, as in ſuch 
| Caſes rx ever to give Room for Suſpicion. 
(3) During theſe eight or nine Years I think 


this Nation may juſtly be faid to have enjoyed 
a profound Peace. Yet have our Taxes all this 


Time been light: > Or, to uſe my Author's own 


Words, have they not been as great as would 
be neceſſary to defray the Charge of an expen- 


five War? Yes, the Nation has felt it, our Po- 

verty too well declares it, and the People have 
in ſecrer Murmurings vented their juſt Com- 
p'aints; that our '| axes have long gradually 
grown more bulky, like a Snow-Ball gathering 
as they go: and like that unwieldy Lump, can 
only be reduced by the Sun-ſhine of a benignant 
_ Miniſtry. They have been neceſſarily exacted in 
the Courſe of an expenſive War; and un- 
neceſſarily continued to maintain a prolligate 
Adminiſtration in Luxury and Power. 


Minilt ſter may miſapply the publick Stock; there 
is one, which ought more eſpecially to be dread- 


ed by every Lover of his Country. Let them 


ine cheir own Pockets, and applaud themſelves 
\ over 


2 & 
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n 
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1 3 according to the Determination 


(4) Amongſt the various Ways in which a bad 


Tr) 


over their accumulated Bags ' il-acquired Pelf. 7 


Let them punt away our Thouſands at Arthur” 


Sovereign to make it a Maxim, that his Security 


conſiſts in the Continuance or Increaſe of the 
publick Debts, and that his Grandeur is founded 
on the Poverty of his Subjects, is beſt known to 

that Miniſter himſelf, But happy are we in 
Sovereign | 
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and the Nation's Concerns ſtand ſtill, whilſt hi? : 
Lordſhip is engaged at a Party-Quarry at Whiſt, 
Let them ſquander away our Bullion in expen- 
five Seraglio's, - amidſt Pimps and Paraſites, in 
Turtles and French Wine, and all Kinds of Riot 
and Exceſs. Such Conduct were indeed to be 
complained of, but certainly much better to be 
borne, than to ſee our Weapons employed agairt 
ourſelves, and a Parliament bribed by our owl 
Contribution to approve Meaſures deſtructive of 
Liberty and publick Good. There is no Mil- 
application of the publick Money, that fills the 
Mind of every honeſt Man with ſuch alarming Ap- 
prehenſions, as this. For ſince Duties are impoſed 
on the People by their Parliament, if the Mini- 
ſter's Word makes the ee of Parliament „ 
adieu to Britiſh Liberty ! © imminet atra Dies.” _ 

(5) The Peace of 1 I, Chapelle is too freſh in 
every one's Memory to need any Diſcuſſion here. 
Certain it is, that People have both thought and 
ſpoke of it with the greateſt Freedom. And I. 
have heard it refle&edon as an ill-digeſted, baſe, 
diſhonourable Peace. But the Truth Rad Reality 
of ſuch Reflections I rather leave to be judged | 
of by others, than hazard my own Opinion of 
Thaw, Whether the Miniſter has adviſed his 


G N TE r 


1 
5 Sovereign, who we know would with juſt Indig- 
nation reject ſuch diabolical Advice; well aſſur d 
that his Security is founded on a much better 


Baſis, the Eſteem and Affections of his People. 
Which we truſt will never be alienated from him, 
by his ex acting greater Revenues, than he ſhall 
be able to ſpend or the Nation well able to raiſe. 
After this fair and candid Enquiry let the 
Publick judge, how far the unhappy Circum- 
ſtances mentioned by his Lordſhip have been our 
own; and how juſt and true have been the In- 


ferences he deduced from ſuch Events. The 


publick Diſcontent, which upon ſome Occaſions 
has formerly burſt forth in a Torrent of Blood, 

haas made itſelf known in faint Murmurs and ge- 
neral Complaints : and dutiful Addreſſes have 

been preſented to the Throne from all Parts of 
this Realm. The Nation has waited patiently 
for Redreſs of Grievances, in ſure Expectation 
of Juſtice on ſuch enormous Offenders. Our 


Sovereign has been graciouſly pleaſed to heark- 


en to the honeſt Remonſtrances of his People; 
and hath diſmiſſed from his Service that Mini- 
ſtry, that gave ſuch juſt Reaſons for Complaint, 
and ſuch general Offence. This Event will 

Juſtify any the ſerereſt Reflections on their 
TConduct: for it would be an Inſult on his 


ajeſtys moſt humane Diſpoſition, even to 


fuſpect that he would wantonly diſcard his 
old Servants; unleſs they had ſerved him 
Treacherouſly, unleſs they had ſerved rather 


* own Intereſts than their Country, unleſs 
their Meaſures had been unjuſtifiable. Such 
| 8 | | Was 
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was the Miniſtry, that has now happily\ 


ceded to a better; and therefore their Mal. = 
Adminiſtration ſhould never have been raked in- 


to by my Pen: was there not a Party baſe and 3 
abandoned enough to wiſh them reinſtated in 
that Truſt they "have ſo ill executed, and re- 
poſſeſt of that Power they have ſo deſerved) 5 
forfeited: a Party, that had rather ſee the! 
Country entirely ruined, then find themlelys | 
deprived of their locrative Places. It was the 
Spirit of ſuch a Party, that ſec on Foot that lov | 
tcurrilous Paper called the Teſt, and ſeveral other 
Pieces of equal Rancour und equal Inſignificancy 
But let ſuch hungry Dependents know, tha: 
what they unwillingly meant as Satyr, conveys 
to the Mind cf every judicious Reader a double 
 Encomium on the preſent Adminiſtration; 4 
more ſplendid Panegyrick, than their moſt zealous 


Advocate could have penned. For how faultlels 


muſt that Minilter be, in whom the moſt invete- 

rate Malice can find out no other Defect to laviſh. 
8 (currilous Buffoonery upon, than an infirm 
Conſlitution *! How highly and generally e- 


teemed mult he be, whoſe elevated Sphere draus 


upon him none bur ſuch contemptible Envy, no 
abler e than the Author of the R 


* 


* Sce Numb. 6, 9, 12, &c, of the Teſt, 


7 For the Truch of this Obſervation ſee all the Numbe⸗ A 
of the if, - 1 


F in thi preceding Pages the Form of 


our Conſtitution hath been rightly ſtated ; 


it may not be impertinent to conſider how _ 
a far the Conduct of a late Court-Martial is con? 
fuormable to it. Our Government is not proper- 


| ly Republican, and much leſs Monarchical : we 


are accountable for Miſdemeanours to our Courts 
of publick Juſtice; and our Actions are to be 


tried not by the arbitrary Will of a Monarch, 


but by the Laws of our Country: and we muſt 
ſtand or fall, as they acquit or condemn us. It 
1s true, former Princes have claimed a Right 

veſted in them of diſpenſing with the Laws, as 


often as the Advantage of the Prerogative, or 


their own Caprice igclined them to it. But at 


that Epocha of Britiſh Liberty, the glorious Re 


| volution ; when by the Wiſdom and Care of 


E our 
U 
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| Engliſh Government, and the Nature of 


( 34 ) 
our brave Anceſtors the Liberty of the Subje& 
became founded on ſo firm a Baſis, as nothing 
but the Remiſsneſs and Diffipation of their Po- 


ſterity could deftroy : this pretended inherent 


Claim was annulled by an A& of Parliament, 


called, The Declaration of Right. There was 
notwithſtanding reſerved to thoſe Fathers of | 


their Couatry, who have ſince ſwayed the Bri- 


tiſh Scepter, a Power of extending the Royal 


Pardon to all capital Convicts in inferior Courts: 


but as this Power reſiding in the Prince was in- 
tended chiefly as a Scope for the Exerciſe of 
Royal Clemency : it is ſeldom and only in par- 
ticular Caſes exerted, provided the Decrees are 
legally and equitably made. It never has been 
exerted, and I truſt it never will to ſcreen pub- 
lick Offenders from the Hands of publick Juſtice. 
Now whether in the Caſe to be conſidered the 


Conduct of a late Court-Martial, in recommend- 


ing one of the ' firſt Officers in the Navy to 


Mercy, after he has been by them capitally 


convicted, be not a Hardſhip on the Humanity 

of his Majeſty, and in ſome Meaſure an In- 

croachment on the Freedom of the People; 
„ e Who 


who 10. a more peculiar Right to a due Exe- 
cution of the Laws upon Offenders, in whoſe 
Miſcondu& the Publick is ſo nearly and affect- 

ingly concerned : whether this avowed and 


5 


ſolemn Manner of petitioning the royal Pardon 
for ſo atrocious an Offender, be not tacitly 
throwing upon his Majeſty the diſtaſteful Office 
of an Executioner, in Cafe he ſhould not com- 
ply with their modeſt Petition: Or, in Caſe he 


cmould, ſcreening from P uniſhment e 
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againſt the Publick, whom that very Court- 
Martial hath acknowledged legally guilty of 
the higheſt Miſdemeanors: It requires no great i 
Degree of Sagacity to determine. 


IT is an odious Task for a private Man, 


though he has Reaſon, Juſtice, and the general 
Sentiments of the Nation on his Side, to ſhew 


himſelf thus earneſt for a rigorous Execution 


of the Laws; and may ſeem to betray a Spirit 
of Cruelty in him who undertakes it. But if 


the unwarrantable Lenity of many late Naval 


Court-Martials be conſidered, if we reflect on 
the Caſes of Matthews and Teftock, Norris, and 


ſome 


(26 ) 


ſome others whom I purpoſely forbear mention- 
ing; every Lover of his Country will acquit 


ſuch an one of this Charge, and allow with me, | 
that there is but too much Reaſon to call aloud | * 


for Juſtice on the convicted Admiral; as a 
Victim due to the Manes of the gallant Noel 


and Andrews, as ſome Satisfaction to a diſcon- 


tented People for the Loſs of Minorca, and as 
a Terror to future Commanders. But I will 
not anticipate the Sentiments of my Reader, 


ſince it is not my Deſire to prejudice him in 


Favour of my Opinion, before I have fairly 
ſtated my Reaſons for it; and then whether the 


Death of the Admiral be expedient for the i 
Honour of the Britiſh Flag, and the Safety of 


the Nation, is left to the Judgment of the ho- 
neſt and enn, 


TT H E Coure-Martial ſcem heh the | 
5 Courſe of the whole Trial to have conducted ; 
_ themſelves with all the Caution and Integrity 
imaginable : the Queſtions they asked were al. 


ways pertinent and judicious, and they appear 


to have 1 in all Reſpects as a Court deter- 1 


mined 
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637) N 
mined to be fully aſcertained of the Demerits 


of the Criminal before them. I will not tire the 


Reader's Patience with irkſome and unneceſlary 


Refle&ions on the particular Depoſitions of the 
Evidences that were called upon ; yet cannot 


forbear obſerving in general, that thoſe againſt 


the Offender were clear, dire&, and unreſerved; 


* thoſe on the contrary, examined in his Favour, 
ſcem generally confuſed and doubtful, and with 


an Air that betrays an Inclination to ſay as 


little as might neceſſarily be diſpenſed with! 


True indeed it is that the Maſter of the Ra- 


millies ſwore point blank that his Admiral had 
behaved like a brave Fellow, and that it was 
not in his Power to have ſteered clear of the 
Trident. Captain Cornwa! on the contrary de- 
poſed, that he knew of no Impediment to hin- 
der the Admiral from engaging at a proper 


Diſtance any more than the Reſt of the Fleet. 


Captain Durell of the Trident confirmed Captain 
Coruuals Depoſition. Let us ſet then the Au- 
thority of theſe two Gentlemen aga inſt the ſingle 
Depoſition of the Admiral's Maſter; and it will 


be ealy to diſcern Which! 10 the Scale of Reaſon 
ought 
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ought tobe preponderate. When Captain Gardiner | 
adviſed the Admiral to bear down; what was 4 
the Admiral's Reply? Not that he was afraid 9 
of running foul of the Trident; a Plea manifeſtly | \\ 
of much later Invention; but that he was afraid | | 
an Accident of a ſimilar Nature with that 01 | | 
Admiral Matthews in the ſame Seas, ſhould be | | 
the Conſequence of it. A Fear I believe moſt | | 
People will be apt to judge unneceſſary, and {| 
perhaps leis real than ſome others the Admirals | ( 
Breaſt then harboured. I will cloſe theſe ge- brot 
neral Remarks with the Paragraph of a Letter! in? 
received from Portſmouth. Several of the Ad- come 
miral's Lieutenant were examined to little Pur- bis 
poſe; as was alſo the Maſter, who by ſaying 1 ſoak 
and unſaying, 1. reported to have detrimented velie 
the Admiral, inſtead of doing bim any veal of | 


Service. | relic 
LOS | 7 cont 
I ao SR 
AFTER a long and circumſtantial Exami- | | 


nation of the Evidences on both Sides, it ap- 
peared to the Court Martial, that Mr, Byng had | | 
not done his utmoſt to engage the Enemy, and | | 
therefore fell under a Part of the 12th Article 
of 


(39) 

of War: according to which he was ſentenced 
þ and adjudged to be ſhot to Death. I can not 
| well conceive for what Reaſons the Court Martial 
| could tax the Legiſlature with ſuch Severity of 


f ſubmit to the Reader 8 Judgment. 


(knide XII) Every Perſon in the Fleet, who 
| through Cowardice, Negligence, or Diſaffeflion, ſhall 
in Time of Action withdraw or keep back, or not 


come into the Fight or Engagement, or ſhall not do 


is utmoſt to take or deſtroy every Ship which it 
5 | ſhall be his Duty to engage, and to af ft and 
' relieve all and every of his Majeſty's Ships, or theſe 
f bis Allies, which it ſhall be his Duty to aſſiſt or 
3 | relieve, every ſuch Perſou h offending, and being 
| convicted thereof by the Sentence of a Court-Martial, | 


. ſal Suffer Death, 


| 
1 
+ 
n 


3 NO W if by Severity is meant, that this 
1 Article is fo ſeverely worded, as if ſtrictly 
4 obſerved, which I ſuppoſe it was originally 


er Coward to creep out of; ſo far I admit 


| Exceſs in the Form of this Article: which x - 


intended to be, to leave no Hole for a Knave 


4 5 > -— 


r 


uw 7 $4. 


040) 


the 5 of the Expreſſion, but no ande 


For as a Miſcondu& proceeding merely from 2 | 
an Error in Judgement, does by no Means fall 
under this Article; ſo a Miſcondu& owing to! 
Cowardice, Negligence, or Diſaffection may 


certainly be puniſhed with Death, without 
any Imputation of Severity. | 


THIS Article, as the Reader will obſerve, 


extends to every Perſon in the Fleet, even to the 


poor Tar that fights for his Eight Pence the Day: 


it will therefore follow, that there is much great- 


er Reaſon for its being ſtrictly adhered to in 
Caſes where commanding Officers are concerned ; 


in the Caſe of one, who had the Command of 
a Fleet, who was entruſted by the then ſagaci- 5 
ous Miniſtry with a Charge of the utmoſt Im- 4 
portance. Yet that very Court-Martial, that 


adjudged the Admiral to be guilty of Death, 
and ſentenced him to be ſhor, have earneſtly 
recommended him for Reaſons beſt known to 


themſelves, as a proper Object of royal Mercy. 
But let us not be deluded by the Softneſs of 


a Name; for what would be Mercy to the 


Commander 3 
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Commander, is the Height of Cruelty to every 
brave Officer in his Fleet, who was by his 
Miſconduct ſo villainouſly robbed of the Honour 

of that "Day. 


O N E of che chief Reaſons that I can 
diſcern for acquitting the Admiral of the 
Charge of Cowardice ſo directly as the Court- 
Martial have done, ſeems to be the Depoſition 
of a noble Lord. His Lordſhip's Remarks on 
the Muſcles of the Commander's Face might be 
very exact; yet with all Submiſſion I would beg 


to know what are the real external Criteria, 


by which a good Phiziogomiſt may be able to 
form a Judgment of a Perſon's Fears. For in 
ſome this Paſſion diſcovers itſelf by a rubicund 
Suffuſion, in others by an extream Paleneſs 
of the Face; ſometimes by a quivering 
Lip, chattering Teeth, and a Tremor of the 
Knees, and ſometimes by an offenſive Odor, 


proceeding from a Place which for the Sake of 


Decency I forbear to Name. Burt it ſeems the ; 
Admiral appeared under none of theſe Circum- 


ſtances: yet what in the Name of Goodneſs 


3 does 
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does this prove > I have known many under as 


great Fear as can be conceived without betray- 


ing any the leaſt viſible Mark of it. And 1 
doubt not but every one's Recolle&ion can 


furniſh him with Inſtances of the ſame Nature- 


the Enemy: I can not apprehend that there 
was great Reaſon for any violent Emotions of 
5 Fear. But ſome Men are of a Nature ſi ingularly 
puſillanimous, and fear and tremble even where 
no Fear need to be; of the Fears of Perſons of 


Beſides as it appears from the Generality of the 
Evidences, that the Admiral ſeemed reſolved to 


keep at the Diſtance of a Mile and a Half from 


ſach a Mould the fare and only Method to 


form a right Judgment, is from their Actions, 


and n not from the Muſcles of their Faces. 


B U T let us come to a more direct Examina- 


tion of ſome Part of the Conduct of the Court- 


Martial, | in which I muſt confeſs there appears to 
me no ſmall Inconſiſtency. They ſentence a Man 


to Death according to the Direction of the 12th 


Article of War, which they judge him to fall 


under; but at the ſame Time recommend him 
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to Mercy, as his Miſconduct proceeds from ano- 
ther Cauſe than any in that Article inſiſted upon. 


The -Inconſiſtency that perplexes me will be 
more clearly illuſtrated, by expreſſing the Sum 
of the Admiral's Sentence in a Form the moſt 
plain and intelligible. We the underwritten do 
a djudge J. B. to be ſhot to Death for Negligence (or 
a voluntary Omiſſion) in the Diſcharge of his Duty: 


but as this our Sentence is abſolutely illegal, be being 


only guilty of an Error in Judgment (that is, an 


involuntary Omiſſion) we as in Duty bound 4, una- 
nimouſy recommend bim to Mercy. 


3 NOW. if ho Criminal's Miſcondu did 
i really fall under the. 12th Article of War, as 1 


have heard ſome impartial, unprejudiced, diſ- 


cerning Men, who attended the whole Courſe 
of the Trial, confidently affirm ; in Favour of 
whom did the Court-Martial puzzle and perplex 
their Determination with ſo contradictory and 


inconſiſtent a Stretch of Compaſſion? In Favour 


of him, Who being diſpatched to the Relief of 


dne of the moſt ſerviceable. and advantageous 
F orts in the Poſſeſſion of the Britiſh Crown, 
0 8884 
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ſuffered i it to be täten and the French Fleet to 
eſcape 3 though from the various Depoſitions of 
the Officers in his Fleet it appears, that he had 
it in his Power to demoliſh the one, and relieve 


N ; the other. In Favour of him, the firſt Account 
of whoſe unſucceſsſul Expedition raiſed ſuch a 
Ferment in the Nation; that ſcarce any Thing 

was then heard but Imprecations on his devoted 

Head, and tacit Repinings againſt thoſe who 

committed to Courage untried a Charge of fo 


great Importance. Unheard and uncondemned 


he was ignominiouſly burned in Effigy in almoſt 
all the great 'Towns of this Realm. He was 
put under Arreſt, brought Home, and commit- 
ted to cloſe Confinement: great Preparations 

were made for his Trial, and a Court-Martia! 
appointed for that Purpoſe; by which after a 
full and circumſtantial Hearing he was capitally 


convicted, and adjudged to be ſhot to Death. 
Such is the unfortunate Criminal by that Court- 


Martial fo earneſtly recommended to Mercy. 
Such is the Man in whoſe Favour Truth is 


tortured, and common Senſe turned out of 
Doors. 
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BUT if his Death be jadged too great a 


Satisfaction for the many Miſeries and Fatigues 


the brave Minorquins ſuffered on his Account; 


what Garriſon muſt we hope will for the Future 


diſplay the ſame Bravery and Reſolution on any 
ſimilar Occaſion? What Commander, who ſets 


a juſt Value on his own precious Life, whenever 
that is expoſed by the due Diſcharge of his Office, 
or his private Advantage claſhes with the pub- 
ick Good, will ſcruple to play the ſaving Game: 
if the moſt notorious Poltroonry meets with its 
moſt powerful Advocates? For my own Part, I 
would earneſtly recommend to the Conſideration 


of the Legiſlature an additional Article of War: 


which may free future Court-Martials from the 
Difficulties complained of, and the Inconſiſtency : 
into which this has been betrayed, proceeding 
from the exceſſive Cruelty of the 12th Article; 
8 and ny be couched 1 in Words to this Purpoſe. 


IN Mitigation of the unreaſonable Severity of the 
12th Article of War, it is hereby enafted ; That the 
aforeſaid Article be rendered null and woid to all In- 
lente and Purpoſes and that no Naval Commander, : 
Admiral 
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z! Admiral or Captain ſhall ever hereafter be deemed 
= for any future Miſconduct by him committed in the 
55 Diſcharge of his Office ftriflly worthy of Death : 
1 but that all and every ſuch Miſconduct ſhall by all 
3 Future Court-Martials be adjudged as | proceeding 
From an Error in Judgment; and that the Criminal 
be rendered thereby uncapable of future Service. 


IT was indeed an invariable Rule amongſt 
the antient States of Greece never to ſpare a 
Coward : The Romans in the flouriſhing State 
of their Empire, were as ſevere in puniſhing 
Copardice, as they were profuſe in rewarding | 
3 Warth: and I could produce many Inſtances of | 
5 this Practice amongſt my own Countrymen of 
Io, comparable to any either of Greece or Rome. 
5 But this Cuſtom ſubſiſted only in the unpoliteq, 

"1 uncivilized Ages of Britain; in theſe poliſhed | 4 bh 
Days it is fit, ſuch a Piece of Barbariſm ſhould | 

be dropped. There may indeed be alledged the- 
Shadow of an Argument in Favour of this old 
Gothick Cuſtom ; that a ſtrick Adherence to it 

would render us more brave, and therefore 
more powerful and free. But in Spite of all 
8 that 
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(47) 
E * or may be advanced in Defence of ſuch 
. „ Aneſs in Diſcipline ; Truth will ever ſup- 
£ rt ix(elf againſt all Attacks of Prejudice and 
1 F ror ; and a Variety of Arguments plead the 
I Abolition of it. And firſt let me deplore the 
| Be of the Fair Sex by the Revival of ſuch a 
. muſty Regulation: for was Worth and Bravery | 
| ly Scale whereby to aſcend to Promotion; 
A of Smarts and eſſenced Beaux in Scarlet 
1. ard Uniforms, the very Soul of Balls of 
JF Kid "ttoes, we ſhould have a Parcel of bluff, - 
ing, thinking Fellows uſurp thoſe Habits ; 
nfit for gallanting a Fan and the Drawing 
LT as the pretty Fellow is for Gunpowder 
the Seas. Or ſhould ſuch Regulations 
Force enough to conſtrain ſome of our 
iial Jeſſamies to expoſe their dear Perſons _ 
it Fire and Ball; how many delicate Faces 
Id be marred, and how many lovely Eyes 
L : wned in Teers! Should intrinfick Merit be 
2 'e conſulted in an Officer's Advancement than 
uly Intereſt; to what Shifts muſt our great 
be driven in providing for the Offspring of 
ber Old Age! 4 Though a Gentleman of Family 
and 
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3 and Porrute may Bongs Negig or Wl 
troonry ſuffer his Country to be ruined ; ought}? 1 
ſuch an one therefore to be ſhot like a "oY 5 
Tar at the Yard Arm? This ſure would be nl 
knock down all Diſtinction, and ſuch an Aſtei 
ou might be juſtly deemed to breathe the o 
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Spirit of levelling. I confeſs I have been long 


| Fon of the Legiſlature. . 


E induced to think that a more ſtrict Diſpenſation 


of Rewards and Puniſhments ought to be d 
ſerved ; but theſe Arguments, and many other 


| | that might be alleged, equally ſtrong and cor- 
vincing, ſufficiently demonſtrate with what I.. 
"conveniences ſuch a Regulation muſt be attended 
to the greateſt and far moſt conſiderable Part | 
his Majeſty's Dominions. Being throughly con- 
vinced therefore of the Reaſonableneſs and E- 
quity of ſome ſuch Article as the above, 1 00 
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again earneſtly recommend it to the Conſider: 
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